The mission of Himdag Ki: Hekihu, Hemu, Im B I-
Ha’ap, Tohono O’odham Nation Cultural Center &
Museum, is to instill pride by creating a permanent
Tribal institution to protect and preserve O’odham
jewed c himdag. Working with elders, the Cultural
Center & Museum will promote understanding and
respect for O’odham himdag through educational
programs and public outreach.

EDUCATION & PUBLIC OUTREACH

Tours
O’odham Culture & History Seminars
Traditional Knowledge Workshops
Toka Tournaments

EXHIBITIONS & ARTISTIC SERVICES

Main Gallery | Changing Gallery
Family Gallery | Himdag Ki: Gallery
Veterans’ Hall | Artists’ Hall
Artist Studios and Workshops
Traditional & Contemporary
Crafts, Music, and Dance

ARCHIVE | ART | ARTIFACT COLLECTIONS

Stewardship Program
Family History Workshops
Basketry & Pottery Conservation Workshops
Tohono O’odham Reading Room

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Volunteer Opportunities exist;
PLEASE CONTACT HIMDAG KI: FOR MORE INFORMATION

TEXT & GRAPHIC DESIGN BY JENNIFER JUAN AND MATTHEW LEWIS, HIMDAG KI:
FRONT COVER: CHRIS MOONEY, PHOTOGRAPHER, HIMDAG KI: COLLECTIONS.
PHOTOGRAPH ADAPTED BY MATTHEW LEWIS, HIMDAG KI:.
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P.O. Box 837 | Sells, Arizona 85634
T: 520-383-0200 | F: 520-383-2872
Email: himdagki@tonation-nsn.gov
Web: www.himdagki.org
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WAY OF LIFE HOUSE
PAST, PRESENT, INTO THE FUTURE

Tohono O’odham Nation
Cultural Center & Museum
Topawa, Arizona




We Are. ..

.. a people who inhabit the Sonoran Desert in
southwestern Arizona and northern Sonora, Mexico.
Our Nation’s lands cover almost 3,000,000 acres, or
an area the size of Connecticut. Before European
Contact, our people traveled extensively throughout
Arizona and Mexico, hunting and gathering food,
trading with neighbors, and visiting family.

...a people whose cultural values—our himdag—
include respect for our land, respect for our elders,
sharing with others, and hard work.

...a people whose origin stories tell us that we were
created by Elder Brother and placed here.
Archaeological evidence from Ventana Cave shows
that people were living here at least 10,000 years

ago.

Y JOSE LEWIS WITH A PAGE OF HIS NOTEBOOK;
ORIGINAL AT THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL
ARCHIVES, SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,
WASHINGTON, DC. PHOTOGRAPH, COURTESY
OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

- OFELIA ZEPEDA, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Syl REGENTS PROFESSOR OF LINGUISTICS;
e FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN
INDIAN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE.
PHOTOGRAPH, COURTESY OF AILDI.

T-NIOKI
Our Language

Our language was first transcribed into English by
Jose Lewis in 1897. Today, the Tohono O’odham
Language has its own writing system and a grammar
book written by the well-known, Tohono O’odham
linguist, Ofelia Zepeda.

Our current challenge is to teach Tohono O’odham
to our children and our childrens’ children in order
to understand fully our himdag through our Native
language.

T-JEWEDGA  fivosc ki cotiections. o
Our Land

The traditional lands of the O’odham covered a large
area, stretching from the Colorado River to the San
Pedro River; from the Sonora River and Gulf of
Mexico to the Superstition Mountains. The O’odham
used all of the land’s resources for shelter, food,
clothing, tools, and more. The summer monsoon
rains were and still are critical for a bountiful harvest
and the Tohono O’odham sing and dance “to bring
down the rains.”

HA’ICU T-HUGI
Our Food

The harvest from wild plants has sustained the
O’odham for generations. Harvesting the bahidaj
(saguaro fruit) is unique to the Sonoran Desert. The
O’odham grew domesticated plants, using flood-water
farming and irrigation systems. Later, domestic cattle
were introduced by the Spanish. In the early 20™
century, these resources were supplemented by
commodities furnished by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Food Distribution Program.

BASKET MADE BY ALLISON
FRANCISCO TO
DEMONSTRATE PARCHING

JUANITA AHIL PICKING SAGUARO
FRUIT [BAHIDAJ] AT HER CAMP
NEAR TUCSON. PHOTOGRAPHER:
HELGA TEIWES, COURTESY THE
ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM.

. WHEAT USING LIVE COALS.

T-WANMEDAM C T-KOWNALIG
Our Leadership

Traditionally, each O’odham village had its own leader
who carried a leadership staff. During the late 19" and
early 20™ centuries, when O’odham lands were being
reshaped by treaties and the creation of reservations,
more central leadership modeled after the U.S.
government evolved. Today the Nation has executive,
legislative and judicial branches. One of the
unfortunate results of this centralization has been the
separation of O’odham from their homelands and
families because the U.S.-Mexico international
boundary split the aboriginal land base of the O’odham.

LEADERSHIP STAFF OF FELIX ANTONE FROM THE VILLAGE OF
CE:DAGI WAWHAI (POSA VERDE) IN MEXICO.

MEETING OF FIRST PAPAGO COUNCIL IN 1937. PHOTOGRAPH,
COURTESY OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

PHOTOGRAPHER: BERNARD SIQUIEROS,
HIMDAG KI: COLLECTIONS.

T-SONDALGA
Our Veterans

The Veterans’ Hallway Gallery is the backbone of the
museum. Warriors of yesteryear and today are
honored. They remind us of the sacrifices made by
Tohono O’odham men and women to protect their
families and lands.

; the Tohono O’odham.
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